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CONGRESSIONAL.
HPKKCli OK MB. HUSK,

or TEXAS.

li .« Senate of the United States, 1 ebruai y 15, 1846.
On the Mexican war.

Mr. President: When this bill was introduced, 1 had
no disposition to trouble the iSenate with any remarks;
but the discus-iton has taken a much wider range than 1
anticipated.having gone into the causes and consequencesollhe existing war with Mexico. It has been
assumed, on one side, that the war was not bej;un by
Mexico, but that it was commenced bv the unauthorized
and unconstitutional act of the President of the United
Slates With a view to maintain this position, a now

boundary line has been assigned to Texas, the State
which 1 Inive the honor in part to represent, which is
said not to extend to the Kio Grande.its true boundary,
as I ain prepared to prove.but only to the river Nueces.
The assumption, sir, of this position, renders it due to
myself, due to the btate of Texas, and due to the widows
and orphans of some of the brave inen who fell in our

struggle witli Mexico lor our independence, that 1 should
address the Senate |>articulitrly on this branch of the subject.Now, sir, I venture to assert, that when all the
tacts shall have been made known to the country, no
clearer question ever existed than that the Rio Grande is
the true boundary of Texas.

Before, however, I commence the dutcuawou of the
question of boundary, it may not, perhaps, be impro|ier
for me to allv,ue, briefly, to tile causes which led to the
IV"van revolution, and the subsequent struggle between
that Country and Mexico. 1 am aware, air, that the |>eo-
',>ie of Texas have been calumniated as a band of axsaisine,iand-rotibers, and a set of God forsaken, reckless
desperadoes and it seemed, the other day, to afford the
honorable senator from Vermont 110 small degree of
pleasure to rake uj» old newspaper articles, published ten
or twelve years ago, rivalling, if they do not surpass, the
plentiful abuse heaped upon us by the Mexicans themselvesduring our contest.
Mr. UPHAM. I certainly did not read those papers

for the purpose of reflecting upon the character of the
Texans. It was for the purpose of showing the views of
the democracy of the north at the time when annexation
,va» tirst announced to the country.
Mr. RUSK. I did not understand the senator as endorsingthe statements; but still they prove the fact that

such abuse has been lavished upon Texas, and is, ]ierhaps.at present circulated. Now, sir, it is not necessary
that I should rise in my place for the purpose of defendingthe character of the jicople of Texas Irom newspaper
slanders. Their conduct, sir, is a sufficient vindication
of them against such assaults; and the more their true
character is known, the more will it be seen that they
are entitled to resnect and confidence. 1 will further
venture to assert, that, when the whole of the circuin-
stances connected with her revolution and separation
from Mexico shall be known, it will he admitted by
every disinterested individual, that no people on the face
of the eartlr ever bail a more just cause of revolution
than had the people of Texas. Whatever may have
been said in regard to our being land-robbers, there were,
at the commencement of our struggle for inde|>en<lence,
and are still many, very many, in Texas, who dare be-
lieve that we were indebted for our final success to the
beneficent providence of a just and righteous (lod. And,
Mr. President, 1 ihink it may be safely said, that we

manifested no small degree ot confidence in the justice
of our cause, when, with a population of less than thirty
thousand, we dared to appeal to arms in a contest with a

nation of eight millions. But, sir, 1 proceed.
1 might here go back and array names that would com-

niand respect.and among them the names of such men
as Mr. Monroe, Mr. Madison-, Mr. Jefferson, and Mr.
Clay.to establish the fact, that the territory of Texas
extended originally to the Rio Grande. But it is unnecessaryfor my present purpose to do so. The boundary

ofTexas, as now claimed, ts the boundary established by.
revolution, and that boundary is the Rio Qrande.
Mexico, after having adopted constitutions. State and

federal, conforming very nearly to those of the United
States, passed liberal laws, and held out strong induce-
meats to the people of every clime to encourage the set-
tleinent of Texas. This was done, not so much for the
benefit of those who might take up their abode within
that district of country, as for the purpose of redeeming
that valuable portion of her territory from the dominion
of the savage, which Mexico had struggled to accomplish,but without success, for centuries past.Before Austin went into Texas with his colonists,
iiOMiie Indians roaineu in nanus mrougnoui uic cumin .y,
unrestrained. They were constantly committing depredations,robbing the people of their property, and carryinginto abject bondage the women and children of the
frontier settlements. For the purpose, then, of driving
out this ruthless foe, were inducements held out to the
colonists to settle there. Until the year 1634, with but
few interruptions, there existed a state of peace and quietness.In that jear Santa Anna, at the head of the militarypower, overthrew the constitution of 1624, abolished
the State governments, and established one of the most

tyrannical and absolute governments that ever existed.
The government thus established by Santa Anna is misunderstoodhere; it was an absolute government. It is
true that there was the name of a Congress, hut it was
the name alone. The President was, in reality, the supremedictator. He called a Congress of Notables around
nim; but that Congress was entirely subservient to his
will. Another feature in the central constitution was,
that the President had the power to appoint, at his pleasure,an executive council from the different portions of
the community.the industrial classes, the priesthood,the military, tne commercial, and others. They were,
however, from the very nature of the tenure of their offices,his creatures: and, if they were not subservient to
his views, he could remove them at his pleasure. Again:
it was one of the fundamental articles of this central government,that the President, with the advice of his council,might suspend the action of any other department of
the government; so that, in reality, absolute power was
vested in the President.
The people of Texas were unwilling to commence the

revolution; they were anxious to avoid a collision with
Mexico. They sent Austin to Mexico, to represent their
condition, and to ask some guaranty that they should not
be disturbed in the enjoyment of tneir rights. Without
any cause, and even without charges having been preferredagainst him, he was seized and incarcerated in the
loathsome dungeons of Mexico; where, in fact, he con<ra»ia,iit,., ,i,u,I,,.i. «,i t,:_ I,.,.,,. i.i i

useful life. In order to carry out the establishment of
this central government, it became necessary for Santa
Anna to possess himself of all the physical |>ower in
Mexico. With a view to this, he procured the passageof a decree requiring the States, as well as individuals,
to surrender up all the arms which they had in their pos,session. This law was enforced throughout Mexico.
State constitutions were destroyed ; States were declared
to be mere departments, were deprived of nil legislative
authority, and their governors were appointed by the
central government. This law was, as I have said, enforcedall over Mexico, although there were some States
which held out for some time against it. The State of
Zacntecas, after a sharp contest, yielded; and other States
made but a feeble resistance. Texas could not yield to
it: she coufif not yield to such a decree. We were surroundedby hostile Indians, (the Cumanche* and various
other tribes.) who were committing depredations on our
frontiers. The Indians settled among us greatly exceededour own population in point of numbers, and it was
known that Mexican agents bad been among them urgingthem to take up the tomahawk and scalping-knife, and
exterminate the Texans. If we had submitted to have our
arms taken from us, the result would have been indiscriminatemassacre. Under such circumstances, there is
scarcely any one, 1 presume, who would have asked us to
give up our arms, even to avoid the charge of being landrobber*.An attempt was made by Santa Anna to enforceI this law in Texas. The legislature of Coahuila was attacked,for merely protating against the action of thecentral government, and its member* were seized andimnriftnnnH
In this state of confusion, the people of the variousmunicipalities hail elected delegates to meet in generalconsultation at San Felipe, to determine whether wewould submit to the central government, and to agree

upon some definite course of combined action. Thisconvention was to assemble in October,
About this time, however, Gen. Go#, at the head of an

army of central troops, crossed the Kiotirande, left a garrisonat Lipantitlan, on the west side of the Nueces, and
one at Goliad, and marched with his main force to San
Antonio, where he established his headquarters. Duringthis march, there was no movement on our part to take
up arms; we were quietly assembling at San Felipe to
consult as to what course we should adopt. About thetime General Cos reached San Antonio, he sent a detachmentof 200 cavalry to Gonzales, a small town in the
neighborhood of that place, to demand from its citizensthe surrender of a small piece of ordnance, which hadbeen purchased by them as a means of defence againstthe Indians. TTiey asked twenty-four hours to consider,and finally refused to surrender their cannon, but gavethe assailants its contents, and a fight ensued between

f-

ihem and the Mexican cavalry, and thus,mi,the revolu-
lion commenced.
As the news of this occurrence spread, the citizens

from all quarters shouldered their rities and hurried to
:he contest. Captain Dimmit raised a company of men,
took the garrison at Goliad, marched to Luiantitlan,
where he was joined by citizens residing on both sides of
he Nueces, as well as some who resided on the Rio
J ramie; and, at the head of this combined force, captured c;he fort and dispersed the central troops. c
The convention, which had in the meanwhile assem- i

Med at San Felipe, declared against the central govern
nent, and protested against trie military despotism of
Santa Anna, and in favor of the constitution 011S24, in- Jriting all the States of the confederacy to join them in

festoring that constitution and reclaiming their liberties.
Jeneral Cos, who had been closely besieged in his forti-
ications at San Antonio, capitulated, after having been J
reaten. Many of the citizens, who resided between the
N'ueces and the Kio Grande, were attached to the army «

which captured General Cos. Now, sir, I would ask,
was it not right that we should include thein in the bene-

gfits of our victory, and |irovide for their safety? lask, c
9ij, wiiuiii ii nave I'CCII IU»1 u 1 uuuuiauic in iuuac ui uo (]
who resided east of the Nueces, to have provided for our t
ivvn security, and to have left those west of that river, -j
from whom we had received valuable aid, to the tender e

mercies of the Mexican dictator? We did provide for
their safety. Many of them have since fallen. We have
always asserted and stood by the rights of their widows
jnd orphans; and, anxious as we were for peace and a

termination of the war with Mexico, there never has \
been a time when Texas would not have hazarded her i
very existence as a nation, in any contest, however unequal,rather than have abandoned them to the enemy h

Life and liberty were the stakes for which we fought. I
mere territory was a secondary, very secondary, consider-
rtion. These people had dared to resist the central power.
They had jierilled every thing, and hail joined us.had ren- '

lered important services, and we had cheerfully accepted .,

their aid in the hour of adversity: and I, for one, sir, .

think it was not discreditable to us that we regarded their c

rights and stipulated for their security in our prosperity, c

jeneral Cos was forced to enter into a capitulation which t

protected the rights of tho*c citizens, and which forms 1

he first link in the chain of our title to the territory ex-
s

D;. r:ro..1n XTr Pruai.lnnt T will n«lr thn

favor ftiat the Secretary will read the copy of that inslrttnentwhich I hold in my hand. [The Secretary lead as

follows:]
Capitulation entered into by Gen. Martin Verjecto de Cot,
of the permanent troope, and Gen- Edward liurletcn, of
the colonial troupe of 'Visits.
Being desirous of preventing the further effusion ofhlood,

tnd the ravages of civil war, we have agreed on the followingstipulations:
1st. Tiiat General Cos and his oltieors retiro with their

arms and private property into the interior of the republic,
under parole ofhonor that they will not in any way oppose
lite establishment of the federal constitution ol 1824.
2d. Tint the one hundred infantry lately arrived with the

convicts, the remnant of the battalion of Morulas, and the
javnlry, retire with the general; talcing their urins and ten
rounds of cartridges lor their muskets.
3d. That the general take the convicts lately brought in

by Colonel Ugartachea beyond the Kio Grande.
4th. That it is discretionary with the troops to follow their

general, remain, or go to such point as they tnny doom
proper; but, in ease they should, all or any oftheui, separate,they are to huvu their arms, fee.

5th. That all the public property, money, arms, and inanitionsof war, bo inventoried and delivered to General
Burleson.
6th. That all private property be restored to its proper

owners.
7th. That three ollicers of each army bo uppoiutod to

make out the inventory', utul see that the terms ol capituialionhe carried into effect.
8th. That three officers on the part of General Cos remain

lor tho purpose of delivering over the said property, stores,

SEc9th. That General Cos, with his force, for the present occupythe Alamo; and General Burleson, with his force, occupythe town of Bexar j and that the soldiers of neither
party pass to the other armed.

10th. General Cos shall, within six days Irotn the date
hereof, remove his force from the garrison fie now occupies.

11th. In addition to tho nrius before mentioned, General
Cos shall bo permitted to take with his force a 4-pounder
and too rounds of powder and hull.

12th. The ofiiceis appointed to make the inventory and
delivery of the stores, ate., shall enter upon the duties to
union wiey iihvu ueen appuininu luruiwim. i

13lh The citizens shufi be protected in their persons and
properly.

14th General Burleson will furnish General Cos with
elicit provisions as can be obtained, necessary for his troops
to the Rio Grande, at ihe ordinary price ol the country.

15th. The sick mid wounded of General Cos's army, togetherwith a surgeon und attendants, are permitted to re-

main. i

IGih. No person, either citizen or soldier, to be molested
on account of bis political opinions hitherto expressed.

17th. That duplicates of this capitulation be made out in
Castilian and English, and signed by the commissioners
appointed, and ratified by the commanders of both armies

18lh. The prisoners ot both armies, up to this day, shall
ho put at liberty. t

lilih. The commissioners, Jo«e Juan Sanchez, adjutant
inspector, Don Rumori Mus piiz, and Lieutenant Francisco
Radii, and interpreter Don Miguel Arciniega, appointed by
the commandant und inspector, General Martin Perfeeto
ilc Cos, in connexion with Colonel K. VV. Johnson, Major
It. C. Morris, ami Captain J. G. Swisher, and interpreter
John Cameron, appointed on the part of General Edward

Burleson,after a long nnd serious discussion adopted the
eighteen preceding hilioles, reserving their ratification by
the generals of both armies.

In virtue of which, we have signed this instrument In the
oily of Bexar, on the 11th of December, 1835.
Jose Juan Sanchez, F. W. Johnson,
Ramon Musquiz, Robert C. Morris,
J. Francisco pe Rapa, James G. Swisher,
Miot'el Arciniega, Interpreter. John Cameron, Interpreter.

I consent, and will observe the above articles.
MARTIN PERFECTO DE COS.

Ratified and approved.
EDWARD BURLESON,

Commandrr-in-chiif of the volunteer army.
A true copy: EDWARD BURLESON,

Commander-in chief.
Gen Cos, sir, with his convicts and soldiers, retired to

the west bank of the Rio Grande. Thus, sir, the citizens
of Texas east of the Rio Grande had, so far, successfully
resisted the change of government. The military despotismhad no foothold remaining on this side of that
stream. Up to this time, we had been contending for the
constitution which had been overthrown, and not for a
reparate national existence.
Santa Anna, bent upon the possession of absolute power,was not to be thus balked in his views. He immediatelymustered a large and well-appointed army, and,

at its head, put himsell en route, ior our exieniiiiiauun.

Me could not remain quiet while a few freemen on this
side of the Rio Grande were in the enjoyment of rational
liberty, and would not bow and worship at the footstool
of his power. The rest of Mexico had submitted; no

response to the shout of constitutional liberty reached us

from beyond the Rio Grande. Santa Anna was rapidly
advancing upon us, threatening extermination; and we

had no alternative left, but to assume a separate national
existence. A convention was accordingly called in haste,
to which the People between the Nueces and the Rio
Grande sent delegates. We declared our independence.
appealed to the civilized world for the justice of our

cause.and, trusting to the God of battles, put ourselves
in position to defend our rights. Santa Anna advanced
with great rapidity, and the first blood that flowed in
this campaign was shed upon the territory between the
Nueces and the Rio Grande. The Alamo was surrounded,and its brave defenders, to a man, perished by the
sword. Fannin surrendered, and, in violation of the
most solemn stipulations for the safety of his command,
he and his gallant men were inhumanly butchered in cold
blood. Most of the male inhabitants of the country
west of the Nueces found bloody, but honorable graves.
Santa Anna continued his rapid advance, spreading ruin
and devastation on his path. lie was met at San Jacinto
by seven hundred and eighty freemen, and the result is
before the world.half of his force was slain ; the remainder,including himself, captured.

Santa Anna now occupied a delicate position. His life,
justly forfeited to us, was held by a doubtful tenure.
His government at home was unpopular with the great
mass of the people. The only support upon which he
could rely for political existence was the army at different[mints in lexas, now reduced to some five thousand
men, under the command of fien. Filisola. To save his
own life, the remnant of his army, and his government,
were important objects. Only the day before, he was the
government of Mexico; now, he was a prisoner. He obtainedpermission, and wrote to Gen. Filisola; who, in
his answer, promised to obey implicitly all orders which
he should give him. Santa Anna at once proposed to
Gen. Houston and the Secretary of War, then in camp, to

acknowledge the independence of Texas, extending to the
Rio Grande. They declined to enter into negotiations,
and turned Santa Anna over to the civil government,
(which consisted of a President and cabinet, ad interim,
elected for the emergency by the convention.) Santa
Anna urged them to enter into negotiations with him;
which they did. and which treaty.(here a senator remarkedthat it was not a treaty.) I think it was a treaty,
sir; and I shall have occasion further to remark upon it
hereafter I send it to the Secretary's desk, for the purposeof having it read:

Glides oI agreement nnd solemn compact made and
adopted by Llavid G. Burnet, President of tlie republic of
Texas, and the undersigned members of the cabinet
thereof on the one part; and Don Antonio Lopez de Santa
Anna, President of the republic of Mexico, and Don VicentePilisola, general of divisions, Don Jose Urrea, Don
Joaquin Ramires y Sesma, and Don Antonio Gaona,
generals of brigades of the urmius of Mexico.
Whereas the President Santa Anna, with divers ollicers

if his late army, is a prisoner of war ill charge of the army
>f Texas, and is desirous of terminating the oontest now ex

sting between the government ofTexas and that ofMexico,
n which desire the generals above named do fully concur ;
uid wheieas the President of the lepubhc ol'Texas and the
abiuel are also willing to slay the further effusion ol
ilnod, and to see the two neighboring republics placed in

elations of friendship, on terms of reciprocal advantage :

Therefore, it is agreed by the President Santa Anna, and
he Generals Don Vicente Filisola, Don Joi-e L'rrea, Don
oaqutn Ramires y Sosmu, and Don Automo Gaona.
1st. That the armies of Mexico shall, with all practicable
xpedition, evacuate the territory of Texas, and retire to

flonterey, beyond the Rio Grande.
2d. That the armies, 111 their retreat, shall abstain front

ill pilliigc and devastation, and shall not molest any of the
Itizens of Texus, ami shall not carry with them any cattle
>r other stock, more than inay he absolutely necessary for
heir subsistence, for which a just price shall be paid,
["hat ull prirate property that may have been captured by
iilier detachment of the army, shall bo deposited at the
Irst convenient point ol their march, and left under a sulIcicutguard, until the proper authorities of Texas shall
uivo possession morow
3d That ihe army ol" Texas ure to march wostwardly,
rid to occupy such pouts as the commanding general may
tiiuk proper, on the east side of the ltio Grande, or Rio
iravo del Norte.
4th. That the President, Santa Anna, in Iris official cliuricteras chiul of the Mexican nation, nnd the General

Jon Vicente Filisoln, Don Jo.-o Urrea, Don Joaquin Ra
niren y Sesma, nnd Don Antonio Gaona, as chiefs of nrnies,do solemnly acknowledge, sanction, and rulify, the
nil, entire, and perfect indejrendence of the republic of
[Texas, with such boundaries ns are hereafter set forth and
igruud upon lor the same. And they do solemnly nnd repeetivelypledge themselves, with all their personal and
uliciul attrihules, lo procure, without delay, the tinal and
loinplete ratilication and continuation of this agreement,
ind all the parts thereof, by the proper and legitimate gov

rnmentof Mexico, by the incorporation of the samu into a

oleinn and perpetual treaty of amity and commerce to be
legotialed with that government at the city of Mexico, by
ninistersplenijrotentiary to be deputed by the government
>f Texas for tins high purpose.
5th. That the iollowuig be, arid the same arc hereby, esabhshedand made the lines of demarcation between the
wo republics of Mexico turd of Texas, to wit: The line
>lia.ll commence at the estuary or mouth of the Rio Grande,
in the western bank thereof, nnd shall pursue the saute
jauk up the said river, to the point where the river nsnimesthe name of the Rio Hutvo del Norte, from which
loint it shall proceed on the said western bank to the heiulvaters,or source of said river.it being understood that the
orins Rio Grande and Rio Bravo tlel Norte apply to and
lesignnte one and the same stream. Prom the source ol
laid river, the principal head brunch being taken to a.-corainthat source, a due north line shall be run until it shall
ntersect the bouudaiy line established and described in the
reaty negotiated by and between the government of Spain
ind the government ol the United States ol the north ; which
iilo was subsequently transferred lo, and adopted in the
reaty of limits made between the government of Mexico
ind that of the United States; and from this |X>int of intersectiuuthe line shall be Ihe same as wus made and estabisliedin and by the several treaties above mentioned, to
lontinuo to the mouth or outlet of the Sabine river, and
rom thence to tlm taint 01 iviexico.
titli. That nil prisoners taken by the forces of Mexico be

brthwith released, and be furnished with free passports to

eturri to their homes; their clothing and small arms to be
eslored to them.
7th. That all the iortresse* of Texas be forthwith restored

without dilapidation, and with nil the artillery and muniionsof war belonging to them respectively.
8th. The President and cabinet of the republic of Texas,

sxeroising the high powers confided to them by the people
it Texas, do, for and in consideration of thu foregoing stipilutinu,solemnly ongago to refrain from tuking the life of
he President Santa Anna, and of tliu several officers of his
ate army, whom the events of war have inudo prisoners in
heir hands, and to liberate the President SantaAn a, with
lis private secretary, and cause him to be conveyed in one

jf the national vessels of Texas to Vera Cruz, in order that
lie may inote promptly and oflcctnally obtain the ratiflca:ionof this compact, and the negotiations of the definitive
.reaty heroin contemplated by the government of Mexico
with the government of Texas.
!Hh. The release of the President Santa Anna shall be

made immediately on receiving the signatures of the GeniralsDoa Vicente Kilisola, Don Jose Urren, Don Joaquin
Ratnires y Sestna, and Don Antonio Ganna, to this agreement,and his conveyance to Vera Cruz as soon afterwards
is may be convenient.

10th. The President Sanln Anna, and the Generals Don
Viuconte Fiiisola, Don Joso Urrea, Don Joaquin Hum lies y
Sestna, and Don Antonio Gaons, do, by this act of sub

orlbingthis instrument, severally and solemnly pledge
themselves on their inviolable parole of honor, that in the
svent the Mexican government shall refuse or omit to execute,ratify, confirm, and perfect this agreement, they
will not, on any occasion whatever, take up arms against
:he people of Texas, or any portion of them, hut will considerthemselves bound, by every sacred obligation, to ub
itain from all hostility towards Texns or its citizens.

11tli. That the other Mexican ofiicers, prisoners with the
government of Texas, shall remain lit custody, as hostages,
lor the faithful performance of this agreement, and shall be
treated with humanity, and the respect duo their rank and
condition, until the final disposition of the Mexican governmentbe ascertained, and a treaty, to bo predicant upon
the above stipulations, shall he made or rejected by that
government. In the event of a refusal to enter into and
ratify such treaty on the part of the Mexican government,
llie government of Texas reserves to itself the right to disposeof them as they may think pro|ier and equitable, relativeto the conduct of the Mexican forces towards the volunteersand soldiers of Texas who have heretolore fallen into
their hands.

12th. Tho high contracting parlies mutually agree to reler
the treaty intended to be executed and solemnized by the
two governments of Texas and of Mexico, on the basis establishedin this compact, to tho government of the United
States of the north, and to solicit the guarantee of that governmentfor the fulfilment, by the contracting parties respectively,of their several engagements: tho said parties
pledging themselves, in ease ol any disagreement or defalcation,to submit all matters in controversy to the Ann! decisionand adjustment of that government. For this purposethe contracting parties shull, as soon as practicable
after tho ratification of said treaty, depute one or more

commissioners to the cout of Washington, invested with
plenary powers to perfect the object of this stipulation.

13th. Any act of hostility on the part of the retreating
Mexican troops, on any depredation upon public or private
property committed by those troops, or any impediment
presented to the occupation mf any part of the territory of
Texas, by the lorces thereof, on the part of the Mexican
troops, shall bo considered a violation of this agreement.
This is the second link in the chain of our title. This

treaty, sir, was forwarded to me, (at that time in commandof the Texan army,) and was transmitted by me to
Gen. Filisola, who confirmed it. Its terms were strictly
complied with; Gen. Filisola retiring with the army to
the other side of the Rio Grande, unmolested; and the
Texan force taking possession.

I grant you, sir, that Santa Anna was, at the time he
executed this treaty, a prisoner of war.that he was underdurcsi, if you please; that one of its objects was to
save his life and procure his liberty; hut I most positivelydeny that it was extorted from him. On the contrary,it was at his most earnest solicitation, repeated anil
pressed for several days, that the government of Texas
consented to enter into it. Its obligations were mutual
upon Texas iind upon Mexico.its benefits were mutual.
Texas was to acquire the independence of all the territoryeast of the Rio Grande. Mexico, on her part, was

to save the life of her President, and save her army,
which was panic-stricken and completely in our power.
I might adduce many facts to show that this was strictly
true. I will not, however, waste the time of the Senate
further than to state one circumstance; which was, that
General Atnpudia, who has figured in the present war,
surrendered the rear guard of tne Mexican army, consistingof four hundred men, with eight pieces of artillery,
to Captain Karnes, at the head of twenty-five Texan
troops, the main body of our army being forty miles oil",
with tho river Brazos between us. Mexico saved, by
the truce, her army, and by that means her government
She saved the life and procured the liberty ol Santa Anna.If Santa Anna was a prisoner and under duress,
Filisola, (he second in command, was free.was in Texas,at the head of five or six thousand men, with upward.'
of fifty pieces of artillery, with provisions and munitione
,,( ,...r ,ri -ihim.l.mrp Our force, did not exceed one

thousand men, and we had but two pieces of artillery.
Filisola, under these circumstances, sanctioned the treaty
and communicated it to his government, which remained
quiet until their army was safe on the other side of the
Rio (Jrande.

f do not intend to lay much stress upon this treaty, as 1
believe our title to be clear and unquestionable independentlyof it; but, sir, I will leave it to every candid mind
to decide whether it be fair, just, and equitable to permitMexico to avail herself of all the benefits which
resulted to her, and then turn round and repudiate
the obligations imposed upon her. If this be a principleof the law of nations.it is new to me; and il
it be founded on any principle of jtutue, 1 have not
[ confess, sufficient penetration to discover in whai
way. If, sir, an agent, unauthorized, if you please tc
have it so, should sell a tract of your land, at a fair price
and yon do not disavow his act, hut go on and receivi

| the full consideration agreed upon ana appropriate it t(

your own poroses, in there any court of equity in the comn
world that would not enforce the contract, as between Unitr
you and the purchaser of the land? 1 think not, sir. circu
But we are not forced to rest our cause here. We are went
amply sustained in our claim, not only by our own concl
declarations and acts, but by the declarations and acts collis
of Mexico subsequently. After Filisola had abandoned It 1
the territory in question. General Felix Huston, with a Texa
detachment of Texan troops, took possession, and keyt war
the Mexican forces on the other side of the Bravo. Up thing
to this time the Mexicans had always maintained a gar- ister
rison at Laredo, a town on this side of the river. It was than
necessary for the defence of the inhabitants. But, sir, had l<
immediately after General Filisola had retired with his ly rei
army-they removed this garrison to the other bank of terms
the riwr, where it remained up to the commencement of stand
the present war. The Texan Congress passed an act at denoi
its first session, in 183d, declaring our boundary to be the minal
Kio Grande, and of this assertion of our claim Mexico and so; s

the whole world were notified. We laid off counties tion i

and conferred civil jurisdiction, established land offices, ginni
and sent troops there. The Mexicans always kept their Gei
forces on the other side of the river, at Matamoras, War,
Mier, and opposite Laredo, at all of which places garri- hail,'
sons were permanently kept up, and never afterwards on to th<
this side, his true they twice crossed the river and says
penetrated as far as S.in Antonio, but were immediately <.g,
driven back. On both of these occasions they did not to tin
halt in the neighborhood of the Rio Grande, but retired whic
into the interior. Our troops frequently crossed and pen- cutioi
etrated the towns on the other side. In 1843, an arinis- Afl
tice was agreed upon between the governments of Mexi- mend

' k «ko Aisrlt/ n.el
cu aim lCAon, which was uiuivcn uh ui mc c«uj |«iw say :

1*4-1. Gen Woll was ordered by Santa Anna to pro- ,.p(
claim the armistice to be at an end, and he did so, under been
date of the '20th June, 1914. 1 read the concluding para- soon

graph of that proclamation the vi
"3d. Every individual who shall be found at the distance l,lB"i

of one league from the left bank of the Hio Bravo will be re- "take

garded as a favorer and accomplice of the usurpers of that l[*rs °
part of the national territory, and as a traitor to his country, .,nR
and, alter a nummary military trial, shall be punished as

such. Wl11.1
ADRIAN WOLL, General of Brigade." sessu

Now, air. if the citizens on this aide of the Rio Grande p[ayru
were citizens of Mexico or Tamaulipaa, if they had a J-y mi
custom-house, and had possession, as has been stated, is our p
it not a little unreasonable that General Woll should de- pious
nottnce the citizens of Tamaulipas, the custom-house of- uicati
licers of his own government, as "traitors," and subject try as
them to capital punishment.' wi" '

It has been said the Mexicans had a custom-house at [lon:_
Brazos Santiago, and that General Taylor found a cus- aily a
tom-house at 1'oint Isabel, which the Mexicans aban- st,uei
doned and burnt at his approach. Now, sir, the truth is forwu
that the custom-house was at Mutamoras, and the col- from
lector of customs resided there. It was there that the -p|j
duties were paid on goods landed at Brazos Santiago or (jene
at the mouth of the Rio Grande, on the west side, where, jaS(rl
in fact, most of the merchandise intended for the Mala- |oa(j,
moras market was landed. 1 believe it is true that the -pavl
collector did occasionally send his deputies to Point aluJ(
Isabel and Brazos Santiago, ami they were sometimes t(
accompanied by a military guard. I recollect u|>on a|)'j-(
one occasion several hundred soldiers were sent down aJ.|ne
to the latter place. The Mexican government had, ore- war >

viously to our declaration of independence, passed a law -p.,,,/
declaring the ports of Texas closed against foreign com- r
merce, which law remained unrepealed. In 1837, the jay a
Mexican government procured what they called a navy, manj
consisting of some three or four ships, one of which, I April
recollect, the "General Urrea," came down to our coast, |)()(]v
and captured one or two vessels owned by American (jeng
citizens, and loaded with merchandise belonging to Amer- onjel
ican merchants, and destined for the Texan trade. ^ j.
These vessels were carried to Brazos Santiago. In a few a^'jc
days the commander of the United States ship Natchez, port<
on her way home from a cruise, seeing these vessels in an(j,
the harbor, demanded of the captain of the " General t]1(,
Urrea," for what cause they were detained. He was in- tj[e
formed that they were prizes captured in an attempt to mou)
violate the blockade of Texas. The commander of the were
Natchez, not being apprized of any blockade, demanded (jemi
that a cony of the proclamation of blockade should be jcan
furnished. They were obliged to send up to Matamoras arrjy
to Gen. Bravo, the collector, for it, and, when it was ton
furnished, it turned out to be nothing more than a certi- u j
lied copy of the old law of 1835, closing the ports of ,^.0
Texas against foreign commerce. The commander of the tj,e
Natchez would not recognise this as a blockade, and de- forM
manded that the American vesselsshould be released. This fami|
was refused, and the Natchez captured the Urrea. A ^,a|e
great parade was now made on shore, troops were collect- jyjex
ed, cannon fired at the Natchez, which was, however, be- an(j',
yond the reach of their shot; the goods were confiscated,
!»r»H monu r»f uton nn hr»»r<l th« vpmmaIr wpta marr.hftii
to Malamoras and imprisoned. The commander of the ;n jyj
Natchez brought the General Urrea to Pensar.ola and re- suj)tf
ported the whole affair to his government. The matter flu|(
ended, I think, in the release of the General Urrea, and 1 j,eea
tm not sure that an apology was not made to the Mexican §tat(
authorities. from

But, sir, the Nueces boundary had its origin here. No an tf
ict of the Mexican government, dor declaration of any couj(
Mexican officer, can be produced, showing that Mexico j^ex
lias, upon any occasion since 1336. claimea the territory -pj
between the Nueces and Rio Bravo, by any other or dil- tj,erf
ferent title than that set up by them to the country as far t(,e3<
asthe Sabine. I might adduce many other facts in support qUjc]of this position ; but I will only trouble the Senate with
one more, which is this: General Santa Anna, on the jnjUI
J7th of February, 1847, in his report of the battle of be at
Buena Vista, holds the following language: forj)(
" From the impression we had made on the enemy, ho twen

did not appear before us for three days; the bearer of a (y a
Hag of truce, however, arrived with n pioposition from treat
Gen. Taylor for an exchange of prisoners, ami for our send- ir.,
ug for the wounded who had remained on the field. He |lreW!
dso expressed to me the desire which the Americans felt ?aE
for the re-establishment of peace. 1 replied, in order that she 1
lie might say the same to his general, that wo sustained the Ame
most sacred of causes, the defence ofour territory, and the prop
prevervation of our nationality and rights; that we were |>e ai
not tho aggressors, and that our government had never 0f |j<
offended that of tho United States. I observed that we
could say nothing of peace while the Americana were on
thii tide of the Bravo, or occupied any part of the Mexican own

territory, or blockaded our ports, and that we were resolved uPOr
to perish or vindicate our rights; that fortune might not be itop
>Iwu fnvorahln m th,. «.,iemv ami the pxnerienee of the wall
:22il and 2.M should convince thcin that it could change." Cast
Now, sir, if these facts do not constitute a valid title instf

in Texas to the territory as far as the Rio Grande, I It
frankly confess that I am incapable of forming a conclu- govt
sion as to what would constitute such a title. of t
Texas solemnly claimed that territory, and every act and

on her part is perfectly consistent with that claim. Mex- men
ico has disclaimed it. except as a part of Texas, all of tioni
which she claimed, and all her acts have been perfectly land
consistent with this disavowal. moir
The title, then, having been, an 1 assert, in Texas at men

the time of the annexation, she surrendered to this gov- upoi
eminent the right to assert and maintain her claim, as she cour
could not, consistently with the constitution, herself mus- I
ter a force to protect her soil from the pollution of a will
foreign foe, and her citizens from outrage. It follows, but,
then, that the President of the United States was not only erwi
at liberty, but was bound, solemnly bound, by the consti- 11
lion and laws, as well as his oath of office, to protect tised
the citizens of Texas against not only a threatened, but it wi

an actual invasion; for General Taylor found the Mexi- in hi
can troops upon the territory in question, on his inarch to with
the Rio Grande. He would have been highly culpable Mex
and justly chargeable with all the consequences, had he rater
failed to do so. This

It may, jierliaps, Mr. President, be proper, before I ernn

proceed further, to say something in regard to the claim thy
of Texas to Santa Fe. Bi
(A Senator. Yes, let us l^ar something about that.) it ex
Mr. Rusk. This, sir, is the more necessary, inasmuch be b

as I see by the newspapers that an attempt is now being the
made to establish a Territorial government of the United beer
States there, irrespective of the claim of Texas. Santa ferei
Fe, sir, is east of the Rio Grande, and is included war
within the limits prescribed for Texas, in the treaty at th
with Santa Anna. It is included in our territory by a whs
law passed by the Texan Congress, in the year 1836, so cere
that, at the time of annexation, Texas and Mexico the <

claimed the territory. This government was fully ap- opin
prized of this claim, as the resolutions of annexation a fin
show. The United States consented to become the indge the
upon the question of boundary between Texas and Met- ciati
ico. This country has no claim, except that growing; out beai
of annexation. This government has taken possession; fron
and it would he a new principle, that the judge to whom bear
i controversy has been submitted shall seize the thing whe
which ia the subject of the dispute and appropriate it to in it
his own use. I think 1 have seen such a decision in a sir,
newspaper, but I believe it is nowhere to be found in the font
books. nohl
Mr. President, we are so constituted by nature, that, on\*

when a war is once begun, our attention is so much ab- ada(
[ sorbed by the stirring scenes that attend it, and the con- Mei
, sequences which spring from it, that we lose sight, in a in o
t ^reat degree, of the causes which immediately preceded begi
> and led to the result. And, sir, the truth of this proposi- thei
, tion is peculiarly illustrated in the case under considers- tooi
; tion. it has been boldly charged on the one side, and out
irresolutely denied on the other, that this war was not thai

lencod by Mexico, but by the President of the
id States. Let us, sir, go back, for a moment, to the
instances which immediately preceded its commenceEveryact of the President showjp I think, most
usively, that he was extremely solicitous to avoid a

ion with Mexico.
lad been asserted, repeatedly asserted, that to annex
a was an act of war, or would inevitably lead to a
The President thought otherwise, and uid everyinhis power to avoid such a result. He sent a minwhowas thought to be, personally, more acceptable

any other to negotiate with Mexico. Her minister
eft Washington in high dudgeon, and she indignantusedto receive our representative, or to listen to
i, declaring, in the face of a truth of twelve years
ing, that Texas was her province. Her government
rnced that of the United States; declared its deterlionto go to war, and made every pre|>aration to do
trengthened her army, and commenced its concentraiponthe Rio Grande. Thus matters stood at the bengof the year 1846.
neral Taylor, in a despatch to the Secretary of
dated at Corpus Christi, on the 4th of October, 1845,
very properly, as I think, recommended a movement
; Rio Grande. In his communication, the General

r, I beg leave to suggest some considerations in relation
9 present position ol our force, and tlie disposition
It may become necessary for the more elfucluul proseiiof the objects for which it has been concentrated."
ter giving, at full length, the reasons for the recotnationwhich he was about to make, he proceeds to

jr these reasons, our position thus far has, I think,
the best possible ; but now thut the entire force will
be concentrated, it may well be a question whether
ews of government will be best carried out by our reingat this point. It is with .great deference that I
any suggestions on topics which may become inatfdelicate negotiations ; but if our government, in sotthequestion of boundary, makes tlie line of the Rio

de un ultimatum, I cannot doubt that the settlement
re greatly facilitated and hastened by our taking pos>nat once of one or two points on or quite near that
j our strength and state of preparation should be dullin a manner not to be mistaken. However suluialybo the effect produced upon the border people by
resence here, wo are too tar from the frontier to imthegovernment ol Mexico with our readiness to vin

. 1,1 a.,,,,, ,..r till., t. ll.. ..ruin.

I'arus tho Kio Grande. The 'army of occupation'
in a few days be concentrated at title point, in condiforvigorous and etfeclive service. Mexico, as yet,
ig made no positive declaration of war, or committed
,ct of hostilities, I do not feet at liberty, under' niy inious.particularlythose of July tho Htli.to make a

ird movement to the ltio Grande without authority
the War Department.
e President very properly adopted the suggestion of
ral Taylor, and ordered the troops to the Ilio Grande,
icting "that officer to avoid everything calculated to
to a collision. On the 21st of March, 1840, Gen.
or was met at the Colorado by the Mexican troops
irdered peremptorily not to cross that river. Now,
0 which party is that principle of the law of nations
cable, which declares that for either party to take
d possession of a territory in dispute is an act of
On the 2Sth of the same month two of General

or's dragoons were taken prisoners, and a bugler
obbed of his horse bv the Mexican troops. On the
ibovc named, General Mejia refused to receive a corncationfrom General Taylor, and on the 10th of
Colonel Cross was missing, and in a few days his
was found shockingly mutilated. On the 12th,

ral Ampudia arrived at Matamoras, and peremptorilyed General Taylor to retire. Taylor declined to do
ut expressed the wish of his government for a peaceadjustmentof all difficulties. On the 18th, Lieut,
r, with a small party of our troops, was attacked,
ifter being disabled by a wound was butchered. On
5th General Taylor was so well satisfied of the hosintentionsof the enemy, that he blockaded the
:h of the Rio Grande, in order to cut off supplies that
expected by them. On the 24th, General Ampudia
inded that the blockade should be raised; the Amergeneralrefused. On the same day General Arista
ed at Matamoras, and on the 21th Captain Thornincommand of forty-five dragoons, was attacked
'orrejon, with a force of over two thousand, and
sergeants and eight privates were killed. On
2Sth, Captain Walker was attacked by a large
of Mexicans. On the 1st of May, an unarmed

ly of sixteen persons, two of whom were fes,were taken prisoners at the Colorado, by the
icans, tied together in pairs, the women outraged,
heir throats cut, and left to rot upon the prairie.
President, Texas suffered much at the hands of Mex-
prisoners have been butchered in cold blood, confined
exican dungeons and starved. But, sir, we had to
lit to no such outrage as this; and, sir, such an in

ifit had not been washed out with blood, and had
left unavenged by the President of these United

is, would have caused every American heart to turn
him with loathing and disgust. Who is there in

lis broad laad that would have cried " forbear," or
i have expected the Executive again to entreat the
icans to negotiate ? Not one, sir; no, not one.
le battles of the 8th and 9th followed, and who is
i that, even if he could do so, would be willing to blot
; and the brilliant victories which have followed, in
k succession, from the pages of our country's history?
President, sir, has been blamed for alluding to the
ies and iusultsinflicted upon us by Mexico. If there
ly blame attaching to him, I think it is for too great
sarance in this matter. Mexico has, sir, for the last
ity years, lobbed your fellow-citizens of their propernaimprisoned their persons, in violation of solemn
ies. She has met their demands upon her for reiwith insult and indifference, until they have ceased
ipeal to you for redress. In Mexico, sir, ever since
las had a government of her own, to claim to be an

rican citizen was sure to result in confiscation of
erty and imprisonment of person, while to claim to
it English or a French subject was to unbar the doors
:r dungeons. How different in this respect has been
;onduct of the French government from that of our
When redress was refused for injuries inflicted

» French citizens, the government of France did not
to parley and negotiate. She battered down the
s of the castle of San Juan d'Ulloa, and the proud
ilian blood, about which we have heard so much,
tally yielded to the demands of justice,
is, sir, a beautiful feature in the policy of the British
irnment that she never fails to redress the grievance*
he lowliest as well as the proudest of her subjects;
hence arises that deep-seated, enthusiastic aitaclitwhich a British subject always feels to the institu)of his country. He may perish, sir, in a far distant

, beneath the scourge of the oppressor, but his dying
tents are cheered by the assurance that his governtwill exact ample redress for the wrongs inflicted
i him, and his last aspiration on earth will be for his
itry.
lope the day will come when an American citizen
look with a similar confidence to his government;
sir, it pains me to (my it, hitherto it has been far othse.
night allude to the many instances of oppression pracnnAmerican citizens nv Mexican officers: but. sir.
->uld take volume* to record them all; and I feel sate
i/arding the assertion, that on single year has passed
lin the last twenty, during which the dungeons of
:ico have not contained American citizens, incarce1without fault or crime justly imputable to them,
i, air, is but a feeble sketeh of the course of the govlentof Mexico, in behatf of whom so much sympaisinvoked from the people of the United States,
it, Mr. President, we are in the midst of a war. That
ists, is a matter of regret to all, and the sooner it can
rought to a close the better. It is my opinion that if
President had been properly sustained, it would have
terminated long since I believe that our own dificesof opinion have had the effect of prolonging this

; but you will allow me. Mr. President, here to say,
le same time, I believe that those who contend that it
unconstitutionally and improperly begun are as sinandas patriotic as 1 claim to be myself, in holding
lpposite opinion. It is, sir, an honest difference of
ion concerning momentous questions, upon which
ftl judgment has not yet been pronounced. But, sir,
Mexicans are a peculiar people; they cannot appre>the American character, nor can they realize the
Itiful sentiment uttered by the honorable senator
i Kentucky, [Mr. Crittknd«n,] as true as it was

itHul, and expressed in a style so peculiarly his own,
in he said, "in making the law we have many voices.
s execution, but one arm." The truth of this position,
has been most triumphantly proved upon the hard'htfields, where both whigs and democrats have
ly borne the standard of their country victoriously
rani to the centre of Mexico. But, sir, it is an olo
ge, that drowning men will catch at straws. Thf
ticans know ttint many of the most prominent men
or country believe the war to have been improperly
an, and that our army ought to be withdrawn frorr
r country; and, knowing them as I do. I am not asshedat the unfortunate hopes they entertain, growins
of our political differences of opinion. They know
i party changes have taken place; that we are upoi

the eve of important elections; and they hope, at least, if
they do not believe, that something may transpire favorablefor them. If the President, sir, could have felt at
the beginning that he was fully sustained, I am of opinionthe war would now have been at an end.

But, Mr President, the question at present is, how wa
are to terminate this most advantageously. Three plana '

have been suggested: !<
1st. To withdraw our noops from Mexico altogether.2d. To take a defensive line, and concentrate our

troops upon it. f
3d. To prosecute the war with vigor, until Mexico I

shall become convinced of the necessity of rendering to >< ,

us justice, and shall do so.
To the first proposition, Mr. President, I cannot agree.

Aside from the disgrace which, as I think, we ahould incurby pursuing a course which would be a tacit acknowledgment^beforethe whole civilized world that the
war had been improperly begun, such a policy would be
one of the greatest misfortunes that could occur to the
United States. That it would be one of the worst things
that could happen for Mexico is beyond all question. If
we were to withdraw our troops now, it would be to admitthe truth of the charge which has been made, that
the war was commenced Tor the purpose of land robbery.
But, apart from all this, it would be a misfortune to the
peonle of the United States, and a very great misfortune
io me peojtie 01 inexico uiemseivvs. i may, jprspM« w®

told that my fears are idle, but I think otherwise. In «suchan event, what would be the inevitable result ? It
would be that Mexico, in her present exhausted condition,would immediately, in reality if not in name, fall
into the possession of some European power. Senators
may suppose that this apprehension is a mere creature of
the imagination, but I happen to know that, for the last .

ten or twelve years, Mexico has been practically under the
control, directly or indirectly, of the British government.
It is to this source that we must truce the prejudices which
have existed against the North Americans. It ia through
the instrumentality of the military party of the country,led on by its chiefs, under the direction of British influences,that you have been excluded from their markets,and that your citizens have been imprisoned and
their pro)>erty conliscated. This is the true, but secret,
reason why your trade with Mexico, which waa formerly
so flourishing.amounting to not less than eleven or
twelve millions of dollars"annually.has been reduced to
perhaps less than a million of dollars. The British agents,
sir, are always at work; they are never idle, nor are they
so at this time. I atn indebted to the gallant Lieut. Col.
Fremont for some information acquired by him while . ;
acting as governor of California, which has an important t

bearing upon this branch of my subject, and which will r
throw a great deal of light upon what is at present going J
on in Mexico. There has been ia progress in California,
ever since the commencement of this war, a threefoldoi>eration, having its origin in the city of Mexi- . j;
co, and conducted by official or unofficial agents of .*

the British government. In the first place, there '
<

have been transfers of land, not only from individuals,
but from churches, through which a transfer of the sovereigntyof the country has been attempted. A junta, as it
is called, or convention, had been sanctioned by the governorof the province, to be-called to deliberate on the
propriety of declaring the inhabitants independent of
Mexico, and seeking the protection of the British gov-
ernment. More than this. In the city of Mexico itself,
a stupendous scheme had been devised by a Roman
Catholic priest, named Macnamara, who, having obtainedthe sanction of the Mexican government, was sent
down to procure a grant of three thousand square leagues * 7,
of land in that province. The ecclesiastic was transport
ed to Monterey in a British national ship, and the «ral
was immediately sanctioned by the government of "Cal
fornia. _ fj

But, sir, 1 will not anticipate the account whichv wi
be laid before the country at the proper time, placing \hi <

transaction in its true light. It is sufficient to say, tB|' '/VP
had it not been for timely and energetic actipn, Califot 'V '

nia would have belonged, at this moment, to subjects o
Great Britain, and the British flag would nave been flyinj , i',
on all her forts. Senators will find these facts estab
lished beyond all doubt, in the course of a very few days ,, ;, }1 will not take the trouble to read any part of this grant J
butl will append the precious document to the remark j.' ]which I now offer, ia order that the country may be ad
vised of what is going on in Mexico. frit
These things arc and have been in progress in_Mexic< I f t

ever since the commencement of our present difficulties,
and there can be no question that the British government
would sanction and favor the taking possession of that '

.

whole country by her subjects. Mfnen were the possessionand sovereignty of a country ever offered to and re-
_

it
fused by that government ? I would not like to see Mexicoin that condition.
There are various other reasons which induce me to , 0

believe that something of this kind is in contemplation.1 know something of Mexico, and I feel assured that our
army has already captured more small arms in that coun- >'
try than were in it at the commencement of the war.
The vessels of foreign nations are constantly hovering «?
off the coast, and the observations of fifteen years have
taught me to anticipate the effect of the immediate with- {ilrawal of our army from that country. It is known that
Paredes, the avowed advocate of monarchical institutions,
is now in Mexico, attempting to place some Europeanprince upon the throne, or assume the kingly power him- *'

self. Should Santa Anna again get into power, the estab- .

lishment of a monarchy will, in all probability, be the result.He has no sympathies with the people.none what- *
ever; and revengeful and ambitious as he is, he would not
hesitate to make himself a king. He has not forgotten that
when he was deprived of power, the populace toek from
its resting-place the limb he had lost in their'service, and
treated it with the utmost indignity. If he cannot enslavethe people by his own power, he will readily join
in any project which may effect that object Such la the
temper of the Mexican people, Mr. President, that I feel

,u... :u .;>k -

native sovereign, or place themselves under the dominion
of some European power.
But if there were no such thing as the establishment of J

a monarchy to be apprehended, are we willing, I would
ask, to abandon the prosecution of this war, under the
circumstances which have attended it ? When we have
proceeded thus far. without having been in error at the
commencement or durine the progress of the war, asking ;1
nothing but an honorable peace, with a reasonable indemnity,which our enemies nave refused to grant on all
occasions, or even to talk about, are we now to with- . y5
draw our troops without effecting our object? Gen. Tayloroffered them peace; Gen. Scott has offered it; and tne
President has offered it, over and over again, under circumstanceswhich have almost made them objects of ridiculewith the country. And vet we are told that the
poor, confiding, magnanimous Mexican nation are sufferingat our hands, and we ought to withdraw our troops.
Wnat will the world say in such an event? They may
say we are a magnanimous people, but must think we
have very little judgment. We want peace, and Mexico
has utterly refused to make it; and I am unwilling to
make a retrograde movement until she is brought to ner
senses, and oners assurance of good behavior in future. jIt has been proposed that we shall adopt a defensive J
line. In my opinion, sir, the adoption of such a line will J
extend the duration of the war to an indefinite time. If
ttra worn f*11 kn-lr a w*A ssaiims a lino whir.h thnilM in. J

elude what we are willing to accept as an indemnity for > \
the losses and injuries sustained by us, and garrison it,
what would be the consequence? Being relieved from
the presence of our army, Mexico will acquire the means
of operating against ns. She will get the mines and
revenue? ofthe country, and will invoice foreign aid; and
thus the war will become interminable, and may eventuatein bringing us into conflict with some foreign and
trans-Atlantic power. _
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My opinion, then, Mr. President, in, that we ehould

prosecute this war with vigor; and that the neceseary
consequence of such vigorous prosecution will be, to
show the Mexicans that we are resolved to bring them to I
reason. They should be made to understand that they
have nothing to expect from our divisions at home; the
nature and extent of which they do not know, and cannot
properly appreciate. If they see forty or fifty thousand
men about to seize and occupy permanently their large
cities and mining districts, they would soon be convinced,
notwithstanding the approach of our presidential election,
thut their only means of escape is the adoption of a treaty
of peace which shall be satisfactory to this country.
fhey do not know that any differences of political opinion
which may exist among us do not weaken the arm of
any man who serves his country. But it is said that
Mexico is in our hands; that we nave ber already at our
feet: that it is ungenerous to press hsr farther; end that
we have already men enough in that country. All this
may be true. Allusion has been made to the battle of Buena
Vista. We have been tnM that we hadaen enough there
to overcome the enemy, and gain a victory that has few
parallels, if any, and that this was elected with a force

i of about six thousand men opposed to twenty titoueand.
This is all true; and if there had been but six hundred 1

r of our men there, General Taylor would hot have re- -J
i treated He and his gallant followers would have main- '&

tained their position; they might have bean alain where &
r they stood, but would never have been beaten by Mexi- V
r cans. It will he admitted that if, instead of six thousand, VI
i we had had twenty thousand men on the field, Santa 11


